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		Recent News
	Join Us March 7 When the CCMS Jazz All-Stars Return


Hot jazz and cool temperatures have always been a successful formula for Concord Community Music School. For decades, local enthusiasts and aficionados made their way to CCMS’s Wall St., Concord building for an annual “Jazz in January” event highlighting the Music School’s Jazz faculty and celebrating the genre.  Following a brief pandemic-induced hiatus, the tradition of winter-time jazz relaunched at the Bank of New Hampshire Stage in downtown Concord. It continues next month with the second annual Jazz Night on March 7 at the Bank of New Hampshire Stage (part of the Capitol Center for the Arts; CCA).  Bassist Matt Hogan, who will be performing at the upcoming event, was one of many community members who expressed his fondness for the event and has been instrumental in the rebirth of the beloved tradition. “I remember seeing CCMS staff onstage at some of the early “Jazz in January” events almost 25 years ago and feeling inspired that my teachers were able to jump in and play such great music while having fun doing so,” he says. CCMS Executive Director Daniel Acsadi, who first learned of Jazz in January from both faculty and community members like Hogan, who expressed how much they enjoyed having a dedicated event showcasing the school’s jazz programming.  Ascadi looks forward to building on the “Jazz in January” legacy and continuing to bring  Jazz music to the Concord community. “The Bank of New Hampshire Stage is an ideal venue for a jazz show and is located very close to CCMS,” he says.  “We are lucky to have a number of extraordinary nonprofit organizations in Concord like the Capitol Center for the Arts; I know we’ll continue to create beautiful artistic moments and complement Concord’s cultural landscape.” This year’s event features “The CCMS Jazz All-Stars”, a quartet comprised of Music School faculty and alumni. Group leader and CCMS faculty member Eric Klaxton (saxophone) is joined by Jazz Night veterans Hogan (bass) and fellow faculty member Jared Steer (drums), while Music School alum Mark Shilansky (piano) will be making his event debut. The program is dedicated to the music of drummer Max Roach; a bandleader, composer, and social activist who shared the stage with the likes of Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie and Miles Davis, and who helped shape the civil rights era with his music. “CCMS has a long history of offering excellent jazz education and has always had jazz faculty known both for being great educators and performers,” says Klaxton. “It’s important for students, families, and the community at large to see that jazz and improvised music remains part of our culture and is a contemporary art form, not just a thing of the past.” “It’s one thing to show up play a gig, but to put on a proper concert always requires a little creativity to keep your audience engaged,” notes Hogan. For example, at last year’s event, dedicated to the music of famed jazz record label Blue Note Records,  Klaxton and Hogan made use of Bank of New Hampshire Stage’s audio/video capabilities and large screen to project the album artwork behind the musicians as they played.  They plan to do something similar this year. “We’re fortunate to get to play such an inspiring room and owe it to everyone to try and make something special happen,” added Hogan. And while the Jazz Night performers won’t divulge the full scope of the program, they’re hoping to include a handful of surprise elements for the audience to enjoy. “We hope to have a few tricks up our sleeve,” notes Hogan. “Stay tuned!”    – Jeff Selesnick Join us for the Max Roach Centennial Celebration on March 7, 2024 at the Bank of New Hampshire Stage. Tickets on sale through the Capitol Center for the Arts here.  Your admission ticket includes a pre-show reception featuring food by local favorites Hermanos and Constantly Pizza.



 ... Read more

	What Can the Spirit Believe?: Find Out Jan 20, 2024


It started with a Bach’s Lunch proposal. Vocalist and longtime CCMS faculty member Peggo Horstmann Hodes approached local Concord composer (and former faculty member) Bill Fletcher about featuring his music as a part of the monthly lunchtime concert series. Fletcher’s wife Margaret envisioned taking it a step further with a full evening concert and, together with Hodes, spearheaded the creation of the event taking place on January 20 at CCMS highlighting selections from Fletcher’s lifetime of work. It is especially fitting to have Fletcher featured early in a robust slate of concerts celebrating the Music School’s 40th anniversary in 2024, as Fletcher was CCMS founder Peggy Senter’s first faculty hire. “I have long wanted to showcase the fabulous music of Bill Fletcher,” says Hodes. “I first sang Bill’s E.E. Cummings songs when he started writing nearly four decades ago. Now, thirty plus years later, they still transport and delight me as they did then, taking me on a musical journey that’s new each time.” Faculty member and pianist Kathy Southworth echoes Hodes’ sentiments and is equally excited to be performing Fletcher’s works with her colleagues: “When I was introduced to his songs, I found them to be beautiful, meaningful, and accessible. They cover a wide array of musical ideas and emotions and range from humorous to dreamy to pulling on one’s heartstrings.” The carefully constructed set list features both vocal and chamber music from various points during Fletcher’s composing career. The selection of vocal pieces was left largely up to the performers themselves, while Fletcher chose the instrumental pieces with an eye toward variety. “The program includes songs which are among the first pieces I wrote, as well as the most current,” says Fletcher. “Most of these pieces wouldn’t exist without CCMS and the community I found there. Many were written on request for Music School colleagues and are specifically tailored to the tastes and abilities of their commissioner, as well as my affection for them.” Fletcher is humbled to have his music performed by CCMS friends and faculty members including Hodes, Southworth, Calvin Herst, Stephanie Ratte Jenkins, Elizabeth Gunlogson, Jennifer Paris-Yeaton, and the Mosaic Ensemble. Fletcher notes that two of the performers, Hodes and Jenkins,are responsible for the bulk of the concert’s repertoire: “Peggo’s is the voice I hear in my head when I’m creating songs and I love Stephanie’s beautifully expressive playing, as well as the committed care in her preparation, and I am grateful for her unwaveringly enthusiastic support and advice for my efforts. As a composer, I am always humbled and awestruck with the care and attention these performers give to presenting my music in its best light.” The concert is titled What Can the Spirit Believe, an homage to a poem by Theodore Roethke (one of Fletcher’s favorite poets), and Fletcher invites the listener to make up their own mind as to how the title applies to what they hear. “My hope for the performance is that both the audience and performers enjoy themselves, and maybe feel some of the pleasure and joy I had in writing this music.” – Jeff Selesnick As seating is limited, advance ticket purchase is strongly recommended. Tickets for the January 20 concert may be purchased at 603-228-1196 or ccmusicschool.org/event/what-can-the-spirit-believe/



 ... Read more

	CCMS Fall Faculty Recital is Inspiring Finale to Concord Classical Concert Series’ Inaugural Year


“I’ve been teaching at CCMS for at least 20 years, and I’ve never been a part of something like this.” Clarinetist Stephanie Ratte Jenkins wasn’t the only one with this reaction when nearly 20 Concord Community Music School faculty members gathered in the recital hall for a showcase concert this past Friday. The unprecedented number of participants played everything from bassoons to djembes, in styles that ranged from jazz to blues to classical and beyond. Audrey Budington, who followed the opening act with two original pieces on the fiddle, was elated to be a part of such a momentous night for CCMS: “It’s so cool that we could all come together from all our different traditions and be part of something so big and wonderful. It is absolutely the meaning of community for me.” Pianist Kathy Southworth appeared twice as an accompanist in the program, and reiterated how special it was to have so many faculty performing together on one night: “I made a point to sit in the audience so I could see and hear everybody, and I kept hearing from the faculty how great it was to have the chance to cheer each other on.” The event was the definition of collaboration; the program featured a plethora of musicians playing in a variety of styles and the hall was filled with an appreciative audience, thanks in part to Intown Concord’s promotion of the recital as the culmination of its Arts Walk – themed First Friday celebration.  Not only did the concert serve as a landmark event for CCMS and the finale for First Friday attendees, it also wrapped up the inaugural Concord Classical Concert Series, which launched earlier this fall. This series was established via a generous grant from the New Hampshire Charitable Fund’s Ellen Downing Waite and Edward Osgood Waite Fund, with the intent of making classical music accessible to populations who have traditionally had less access to it. CCMS furthered this goal through onsite partnerships and free performances at Concord-area libraries, retirement communities, health organizations, and schools. Jenkins served as the Concord Classical Concert Series’ coordinator and oversaw six concerts this fall. Part of what made these concerts unique was their approachability and how musicians strayed from the formalities usually associated with classical music in favor of what Jenkins described as “collaborations between the audiences and performers.” Each event in the Series featured plenty of discussion, explanation, and audience participation to accompany the music. “I really enjoyed going to the venues and meeting the people that were going to host our musicians, and getting to know some faculty members that I didn’t know as well,” says Jenkins. While a second edition of the Concord Classical Concert Series depends on the re-approval of the Waite Fund grant, its vision is clear, thanks to a successful first run. The hope is to continue building partnerships within the greater Concord area, integrating with band and string programs at local schools, and bringing professional classical music to an even broader array of audiences and venues.  – Jeff Selesnick     FACULTY RECITAL PARTICIPANTS (in order of performance) Andrew Emanuel (tenor sax) and Jared Steer (drum set) Audrey Budington (fiddle) Jennie O’Brien (soprano) and Kathryn Southworth (piano) Natalie Talbot (baroque flute) Jarred Garneau (slide guitar) Erin Dubois (flute), Maria Isaak (bassoon), and Stephanie Jenkins (clarinet) Anita Yu (piano) Steven Lundahl (recorder) and Kathryn Southworth (organ) Olga Patramanska-Bell (viola) Jan Fuller (cello) CCMS Executive Director Daniel Acsadi (guitar) Grace and Lindsay Schust (djembe), with special guests Emilie Meadows (djun-djun) and Paul Currier (mandolin)



 ... Read more
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		POSTPONED – Bach’s Lunch: “The Clown” in Concert	



		
	
				
		
		April 4 @ 12:10 pm - 12:50 pm	
	

		
	
		POSTPONED – Bach’s Lunch: “The Clown” in Concert	


		
	DUE TO THE ANTICIPATED BAD WEATHER ON APRIL 4, THIS EVENT HAS BEEN POSTPONED TO A DATE TBD. Recorded in 1957, Charles Mingus' "The Clown" is an album that explores form, narrative, and texture in the jazz quintet format. Featuring a narrator, free improvisation, and through-composed pieces, this album was ahead of its time during ... Read more
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		“Acoustic Evening w/ Andrew North & the Rangers” Fundraiser for CCMS	



		
	
				
		
		April 5 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm	
	

		
	
		“Acoustic Evening w/ Andrew North & the Rangers” Fundraiser for CCMS	


		
	  With Openers "Jade Trio". Join us in the Recital Hall for a special acoustic performance. Seating is limited, so be sure to arrive early! “It's Steely Dan meets Frank Zappa at a 1969 Chicago Transit Authority listening party.” - Michael Witthaus, The Hippo "Recommended for fans of Phish and the Trey Anastasio Band" - ... Read more
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		Bach’s Lunch: Celebrating the Great American Songbook	



		
	
				
		
		April 11 @ 12:10 pm - 12:50 pm	
	

		
	
		Bach’s Lunch: Celebrating the Great American Songbook	


		
	Sopranos Jane Berlin Pauley and Jennie O'Brien, accompanied by collaborative pianist Kathy Southworth, present a program of music from the Great American Songbook.  Swing on by to enjoy the music of Cole Porter, Rodgers & Hart, and more! All Bach's lunch events are free and open to the public, thanks in part to the generosity ... Read more



			




	




	


	





			
				

	

	
		
			0 events,
		
		
			12		
	

	

	

	

	
		0 events,
	
	
					12			


	
		
			


	





			
				

	

	
		
			0 events,
		
		
			13		
	

	

	

	

	
		0 events,
	
	
					13			


	
		
			


	





			
		


	
		

			
				

	

	
		
			0 events,
		
		
			14		
	

	

	

	

	
		0 events,
	
	
					14			


	
		
			


	





			
				

	

	
		
			0 events,
		
		
			15		
	

	

	

	

	
		0 events,
	
	
					15			


	
		
			


	





			
				

	

	
		
			0 events,
		
		
			16		
	

	

	

	

	
		0 events,
	
	
					16			


	
		
			


	





			
				

	

	
		
			0 events,
		
		
			17		
	

	

	

	

	
		0 events,
	
	
					17			


	
		
			


	





			
				

	

	
		
			0 events,
		
		
			18		
	

	

	

	

	
		0 events,
	
	
					18			


	
		
			


	





			
				

	

	
		
			1 event,
		
		
			19		
	

	
		
	

	

	

	
		1 event,
	
	
					
				19			
			


	
		
		
	
	


	
	

		
		
		7:00 pm	
			 - 
		
			8:00 pm		
		

		
	
		CCMS Student Recital – April 19, 2024	



		
	
				
		
		April 19 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm	
	

		
	
		CCMS Student Recital – April 19, 2024	


		
	Join us on April 19, 2024 to support our students! Student recitals are part of the Music School’s multi-level curriculum for private lesson students. These frequent performance opportunities help our students perform more easily, broaden their musical skills, and help them make new musical friends. This event is part of our 4oth Anniversary Year celebration ... Read more
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		Songweavers Concert: Mother Earth, Our Home	



		
	
				
		
		April 20 @ 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm	
	

		
	
		Songweavers Concert: Mother Earth, Our Home	


		
	  The Songweavers Women's Chorus with Director Jennie O'Brien present a concert, Mother Earth, Our Home on Saturday, April 20 at 5:00 PM at the South Congregational Church at 27 Pleasant Street in Concord, NH. Joining the singers will be the Songweaver drummers performing West African style rhythms, co-directed by Grace and Lindsey Schust presenting music from ... Read more
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			 - 
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		David Surette Mandolin Festival Concert 2024	



		
	
				
		
		May 4 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm	
	

		
	
		David Surette Mandolin Festival Concert 2024	


		
	Join us on Saturday, May 5 at 7:30 PM for the David Surette Mandolin Festival Concert, featuring Carlo Aonzo, Dan Bui, Keith Murphy and Joe K. Walsh with special guests Susie and Julianna Burke. Admission included for Festival participants; general admission tickets for others available for through the Music School. This concert takes place in ... Read more
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